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Outstanding Lesson Definitions 
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English Department  
The lesson will: 

 give students the tools with which to articulate their creativity 

 have a sense of direction shared by all, including an understanding of where it belongs 
within the topic 

 allow a transference of skills which empowers students 

 use questioning to engage all students and stretch the more able 

 make full use of available resources in a purposeful fashion 

 be flexible to the needs of all students 

 have cultural, moral and social values at its core 

 inspire an independent curiosity 

 reinforce high expectations, both in terms of behaviour and attainment 

 allow all participants to leave the lesson feeling a sense of pride in their achievements 

An Outstanding Mathematics Lesson 

 Pupils enjoy the lesson 

 Pupils are actively engaged in a variety of activities throughout the lesson 

 Pupils are challenged to appropriate level 

 Pupils have the opportunity to extend their understanding 

 Pupils behave and have a positive attitude 

 Teachers are positive about learning 

 Teacher support the pupils learning 

 Teachers encourage perseverance and resilience 

 Teachers assess and measure progress and respond accordingly 

 Teachers make every effort to encourage mathematical reasoning, technical accuracy 
and clarity of expression 

 

An Outstanding Lesson in Performing Arts is one which:  

 allows students to be creative and to reflect upon what they have learned 

 engages & enthuses all of the students in the class 

 uses questioning to encourage, stretch and inspire 

 uses a variety of tasks, techniques and strategies 

 make full use of a range of resources  

 be flexible to the needs of all students 

 reinforces high expectations, both in terms of behaviour and attainment 

 allows all of the students a sense of pride in their achievements 

 time is not wasted 

 there is a relaxed, purposeful, safe and well controlled atmosphere. 
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What Makes An Outstanding DT Lesson  
 

 Fun: both staff and students are enjoying the lesson. Students are engaged and intrigued 

by the activity. A constructive level of noise, with a ‘buzz’ in the room should be evident. 

 Enthusiasm: Staff are fully engaged, passionate about their subject which is enthusing 

their students.  

 Aims & Objectives: Students are very clear about the task presented to them and what a 

successful outcome will look like and in what period of time they have to complete all / 

some of it. This will be on the whiteboard / hand-out and be referred to at the beginning 

(starter) during and end (plenary). 

 Resources: These will have produced prior to the lesson, and made available in the 

classroom and to hand. They may be a display, learning wall or demonstration. Students 

too, should be fully prepared for their lessons. 

 Assessment: Students will be clear about the progress they are making and what they 

need to do next and how to improve and progress their work. Staff will check on 

learning during the lesson, but not overly interfere with progress, especially during a 

practical session. Some assessment may be conducted through peer and self 

assessment.  

 Pace: Lessons should well paced and students are expected to complete set tasks within 

a specified time limit. Collaborative worked is to be encouraged were appropriate. 

 Differentiation: It is important that tasks are set at a level commensurate with the 

students’ abilities. This may be achieved through; task, outcome or support, or a 

combination of all three. 

 Outcome: Students should produce high quality outcomes, which they are proud of. 
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An Outstanding ICT Lesson 

Brilliant Idea 
Assessment & Progress 

Checking 
Pupils Evaluate Work 

Pace 

Independent Thinking Clear Objectives 
Strong Teacher KUS of Subject 

Area 

House Points & Praise 

Pupils Focused on Task & Quiet 

Proactive & Consistent 

Behaviour Management 

Effective Questioning 

Recognition of SEN Pupils 

Differentiation 

Seating Plans / Appropriate 

Student Grouping for Task 
Effective End to Lesson 

 

○   An Outstanding Art Lesson… 

The teacher: 

  Is enthusiastic, well prepared and knowledgeable 

  Engages the students, and sets high expectations 

  Motivates and encourages the students 

  Provides examples of quality practice, whether artists’ work, students’ work or their own 

work 

  Ensures pace and productivity 

The students: 

  Understand what they are aiming for, and are motivated to achieve it 

  Are respectful of the subject, the teacher and each other 

  Are challenged, and respond well to advice and guidance 

  Work independently, making decisions for themselves 

  Organise and use materials and equipment confidently and safely 

  Reflect on what they have learnt and achieved 

  



Outstanding Lesson Definitions 

Chew Valley School 

Humanities 
An Outstanding lesson in Humanities should be engaging, planned for progression, clearly 

structured and taught in a respectful learning environment.  Both students and teacher 

should be actively involved to secure the learning outcomes.     

The lesson should include several of the following points 

 clearly defined lesson objectives  

 structured activities  

 a variety of teaching methods are employed to utilise teacher knowledge 

 differentiated resources, activities  and support staff are employed 

 there is consistent review and re-enforcement of the learning 

 praise and feedback is regular and all students are treated fairly 

 discipline is consistent and creates a safe, secure learning environment 

 diagnostic assessment is regularly employed to stretch and challenge – leading to final 

summative monitoring 

 Students should leave the classroom energised, enthused and informed. 

Science Faculty 
An outstanding lesson is one in which; 

 Both teacher and students show enthusiasm, engagement and excitement with the 

lesson. 

 Students discover answers to questions posed to them through careful framing of 

objectives or diligent questioning through a lesson. 

 Students have time to reflect on their learning and think for themselves; either 

individually or as part of peer assessment or teacher questions. 

 Students are challenged as well as able to succeed in a lesson.  

 There is no wasted time. 

 The teacher is well organised and prepared. This is especially important with the 

provision of differentiated materials. 

 There is a comfortable, safe and well controlled atmosphere. 

 There are a variety of tasks. 

 Students work harder than the teacher. 

 All students have at least one positive interaction with the teacher; this could be a 

word of praise, a question or just a look.  
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Physical Education 

 Clearly identified system of tiered objectives that are shared with pupils, (on whiteboard 

for theory and oral for practical) 

 Warm up is activity specific, dynamic and raises heart rate. Terminology is used and 

reinforced through stretching, (muscles). Key phrases are introduced. 

 The lesson should be physically and/or mentally challenging. It should take a student out 

of their comfort zone at some point. 

 There should be approximately 2 to 3 changes of activity, (more for a double lesson), 

during the lesson and the transition between them should be smooth. Equipment and 

group size should build up. This will ensure a good pace to the lesson. 

 Students are involved in their learning and in some situations may even lead their own 

and others’ learning. (Use of guided discovery) 

 Activities should be differentiated, (by outcome, size of area, task, type of equipment), 

and visual input should be available – demonstrations, task cards. 

 Students should be enjoying themselves! 

 They should be able to see how what they are learning fits into the bigger picture. 

 The management of equipment should both facilitate learning and teach Health and 

Safety 

 There should be some opportunity for peer/self assessment. 

 The plenary should draw out learning. Good questioning throughout the lesson should 

occur from staff and students. 

In theory lessons appropriate homework should be set with at least 10 minutes of the 

lesson left in order that questions can be asked if needed and it can be recorded properly. 

Features of an Outstanding MFL Lesson  

 clear objectives set out and achieved 

 learning linked explicitly to prior and future learning 

 high expectations of teacher, challenging activities, higher order thinking skills 

 high level of pupil engagement, everyone involved 

 Target Language used consistently by teacher and pupils 

 progress evident 

 assessment for learning dictates an appropriate pace 

 clear but subtle differentiation allowing the least able to achieve 

 open ended activities leading to extension of the most able 

 variety of skills and activities 

 work made relevant, set in a context 

 collaborative working encouraged 

 pupil independence 
 a positive and comfortable learning environment is maintained 
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Characteristics of an outstanding Learning Support Lesson: 

 A relationship between the teacher and the class, which promotes learning in a safe, 
supportive and nurturing environment 

 An understanding of the dynamics of the class, which allows for changes in the pace and 
structure of the lesson. Appropriate pace suited to the needs of learners 

 Work set at a level that is achievable, with differentiated tasks that meet the specific 
needs of all learners 

 Pupils generally show high levels of engagement, courtesy, collaboration and 
cooperation 

 Appropriate subject knowledge from the teacher, including multisensory teaching 
methods. 

 Questioning, which includes open ended questions that tease out pupils’ understanding 
of the learning 

 High quality feedback, so pupils know how to progress, this may include AFL 

 A clear place in a scheme of learning which has been mapped over time 

 The opportunity to develop key/functional skills  
 


